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Abstract

This paper aims to provide an analytical account of
Malaysia-Pakistan relations with a focus on the historical
background and the challenges of the 21st century. In this
study, secondary data has been used to analyze the
bilateral relations between the two countries in terms of
political, security, and economic facets. This study aims to
examine the political relations between Malaysia and
Pakistan with the aim of identifying the successes and the
existing problems that define diplomacy. In addition, it
evaluates the strategic security interactions that are
pertinent to the stability of the region. The paper also
makes some future predictions by analyzing the current
situation and possible situations that may improve or
worsen the bilateral relations. Thus, the goal of this
research is to describe the main features of Malaysia-
Pakistan relations in the context of the modern
geopolitical environment to identify the challenges and
prospects for their development.
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Introduction

Abstract

This paper aims to provide an analytical account of Malaysia-
Pakistan relations with a focus on the historical background and the
challenges of the 21st century. In this study, secondary data has been
used to analyze the bilateral relations between the two countries in
terms of political, security, and economic facets. This study aims to
examine the political relations between Malaysia and Pakistan with
the aim of identifying the successes and the existing problems that
define diplomacy. In addition, it evaluates the strategic security
interactions that are pertinent to the stability of the region. The
paper also makes some future predictions by analyzing the current
situation and possible situations that may improve or worsen the
bilateral relations. Thus, the goal of this research is to describe the
main features of Malaysia-Pakistan relations in the context of the
modern geopolitical environment to identify the challenges and
prospects for their development.

Keywords: Pakistan, Malaysia, International Relations,
Diplomacy, Politico-Economic Relations, Islamic
World

relationship has developed and modified
throughout the years and it is taking on political,

Strong diplomatic ties between Pakistan and
Malaysia have lasted for a prolonged time because
of their shared spiritual, cultural, and geopolitical
stakes. Pakistan spread the groundwork for a long-
lasting prudent association in 1957 by standing as
one of the foremost governments to believe in
Malaysia's independence. On the other hand, this
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financial, and protection elements (Li). Both
governments have vigorously participated in
multinational institutions, such as the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), where they continually align

/\"\

Humgnil %I'gllllgl Alions

umapub com


http://www.humapub.com
http://www.grrjournal.com/
http://dx.doi.org/10.31703/grr
https://doi.org/10.31703/grr.2024(IX-III).19
mailto:fmehboob@numl.edu.pk

Analytical Examination of Malaysia-Pakistan Bilateral Relations: Historical Foundations and Contemporary

Challenges in the 21st Century

their perspectives to promote shared goals on the
transnational scene.

Centuries-old historical, artistic, and spiritual
connections form the footing of Malaysia-Pakistan
relations, and besides these, the Islamic legacy of
both countries, where the prevalence of the
inhabitants is Muslim, has delivered a solid
foundation for their bilateral connections. Likewise,
due to their shared past as territories of the British
Empire, Pakistan, and Malaysia have historical ties,
and the two countries now sense more agreement
and connection as a consequence of their
transmitted past (S. Ali & Xie, 2021)

Malaysia and Pakistan have maintained a robust
and manifold association since the commencement
of diplomatic relations and these two nations have
constantly stood after one another on a pastureland
of transnational problems, indicating a nourishing
insight of cooperation and solidarity. Alongside this,
an essential turning point in the bilateral connection
was Malaysia's acceptance of Pakistan's sovereignty
in 1957, which signaled the beginning of a close and
long-lasting partnership (Mushafiq and Sehar,
2021).

Through high-level visits and exchanges,
Malaysia and Pakistan's association has greatly
improved in recent years and these two nations have
committed to maintain their cooperation in sectors
like acquisition, business, and instruction. With the
continued increase in bilateral commerce and assets
over the years, Malaysia has evolved into a powerful
economic counterpart for Pakistan; moreover, along
with closely cooperating on regional and
multinational concerns, these two governments
have also performed to advance peace and
tranquility in the region and fight terrorism
(Noviana et al., 2023).

The intimacy and warmth of Malaysia's and
Pakistan's interpersonal connections are also a
consequence of their shared cultures and these two
nations have a successful creative, harmonious, and
culinary culture, as well as a wealthy artistic past
besides these, the relationships and reciprocal
concerns exist between the people of Pakistan and
Malaysia are contributed to the outcome of more
intimate relations between the two homelands
(Adnan et al, 2024.).

In general, consideration for one another,
collaboration, and a shared commitment to

promoting provincial harmony and tranquility
define Malaysia's and Pakistan's associations;
moreover, these two nations' long narratives of
company and cooperation have delivered a
substantial basis for their bilateral connections.

In terms of politics, Malaysia and Pakistan have
had friendly links marked by high-ranking visits,
bilateral agreements, and cooperation in
international communities, and these countries play
a great role in supporting one another on several
issues like transnational tactfulness and territorial
disputes. Therefore, due to their reciprocal
obligation to promote calmness and serenity in their
separate regions, Malaysia and Pakistan have a
more powerful political alliance (Nazeer, 2019).

Malaysia and Pakistan have performed
concurrently on several security-related shows, such
as intellect sharing, joint service training, and
protection training. The objective of this
collaboration is to fight overall security dangers like
organized corruption, pirating, and terrorism.
Strengthening provincial peace relies on the two
countries' strategic security contacts, particularly
given the geopolitical dynamics of South and
Southeast Asia. Notwithstanding these collaborative
endeavors, certain barriers persist, such as disparate
judgments of possible dangers and the condition for
expanded partnerships to attack new security issues
(Ahmed and Akbarzadeh, 2021).

With both nations partaking in business,
acquisition, and financial cooperation, Malaysia and
Pakistan's financial ties have increased enormously
over time. Their financial relationship has been
created on bilateral relations, which protects a
broad spectrum of enterprises like manufacturing,
services, and agribusiness. Both countries have
confirmed several trade arrangements developed to
reduce surcharges and facilitate economic
integration. However, there have also been
challenges to financial associations, including
unequal employment, concerns with demand
access, and vendetta from other regional businesses
(Nazeer, 2019).

The study brings a qualitative approach, using
case studies, historical analysis, and interviews with
experts, policymakers, and ambassadors to deliver
readers with a comprehensive understanding of
bilateral ties between Malaysia and Pakistan. For
different reasons, it is important to understand the

Vol. IX, No. III (Summer 2024)
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dynamics of the bilateral connections between
Pakistan and Malaysia. First of all, it sheds light on
how artistic and historical references influence
existing diplomatic relations. Moreover, it also
underscores how strategically important these
connections are to maintaining provincial
tranquility and contradicting transferred security
challenges. Thirdly, it highlights the possibility for
financial gain from bilateral cooperation as well as
the problems that must be determined to promote
financial integration (ABBASI, 2019).

Literature Review

Malaysia and Pakistan have a prosperous prudent
record that dates back to their post-colonial roots in
the center of the 20th century and Pakistan was
among the initial countries to accept Malaysia's
sovereignty in 1957, designating the foundation for
a collaboration founded on mutual -cultural,
religious, and geopolitical purposes. On the other
hand, this early exposure set the backdrop for a
powerful prudent collaboration that has evolved
over the period and currently protects a spectrum of
areas, which may include political, protection, and
financial cooperation. Both governments have
helped one another and shown unity in
multinational fora because they have stayed neutral
in world experiences, particularly during the Cold
War (Qureshi, 2021).

As presented by high-level visits, bilateral
contracts, and cooperation in multinational
organizations, Malaysia and Pakistan have familiar
and collaborative political ties. The two nations'
perspectives on world affairs, such as territorial
conflicts and transnational tactfulness, have
repeatedly overlapped. On the other hand,
discrepancies in unfamiliar policy priorities and
directions to local conflicts have introduced
problems. Sometimes, Pakistan's documented
associations with distinct countries and Malaysia's
non-alignment approach have resulted in varying
viewpoints on global issues. Despite this, there has
existed stable communication and collaboration
between the two governments, offering a generally
wholesome political society (Bukhari et al., 2020).

In times of protection, Malaysia and Pakistan
have achieved together to oppose communicated
hazards like organized corruption, pirating, and
terrorism, and this partnership, which echoes a
conveyed burden to local strength, has kept

intelligence sharing, mixed military moves, and
defense exercises. Pakistan's promising job coupled
with Malaysia's experience in counterterrorism has
been critical in this respect. Despite these industries,
situations still exist, such as varying perspectives on
threats and the condition for improved
collaboration to manage new protection cases
(Rumadan, Wattimena, and Pikahulan, 2023).

Business and acquisition have recreated a
climactic part in the substantial monetary expansion
of Malaysia and Pakistan's bilateral relations.
Exchange between governments has risen in several
locations, such as businesses, advantages, and
agribusiness. Several custom deals have existed
connecting both nations to boost economic
collaboration. Nevertheless, impediments including
unfair trade techniques, situations with demand
access, and rivalries from further regional
communities have stopped financial alliances from
reaching their maximum potential. The Malaysia-
Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership Agreement
(MPCEPA), among different enterprises that desire
to decide these matters, stands important in holding
the two governments' financial concerns (Bishku,
2021).

The destiny of relations between Malaysia and
Pakistan is bright, with the potential for further
marketing, acquisition, and protection
collaboration. The Malaysia-Pakistan Business
Council's contemporary founding is a movement in
the correct direction for maintaining business
connections. Academics emphasize the necessity to
adopt a reasonable and forthcoming outlook in
bilateral links to overcome current barriers and
extend reciprocal advantages. To fully recognize the
potential of relations between Malaysia and
Pakistan in the twenty-first century, their choice
needs to be regular communication, cooperation,
and involvement at all levels (Rahman, 2019).

The strategic importance of Malaysia-Pakistan
connections has been highlighted by academics
within the larger framework of restricted strength
and cooperation. Pakistan's reputation as a major
entertainer in South Asia and Malaysia's reputation
as a nation in Southeast Asia make their relationship
required to preserve peace and security in the area.
Combating transnational crime, terrorism, and
extremism all of which pose threats to regional
stability; besides these, also there is something that
both nations have a stake in doing. Pakistan's

Global Regional Review (GRR),
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military might and strategic site, together with
Malaysia's expertise against terrorism and
extremism are significant to present opportunities
for collaboration in shooting these everyday issues.
Furthermore, Pakistan's growth prospects and
Malaysia's economic triumph present opportunities
for financial cooperation and development.
Malaysia and Pakistan stand to earn from improved
provincial protection and prosperity, as well as use
the more expansive South and Southeast Asian
region, by employing their powers and capabilities
(Chu et al., 2019.).

In conclusion, there has been a major change in the
bilateral connections between Malaysia and
Pakistan since their earlier years of freedom,
characterized by common recorded roots and
present problems. Notwithstanding sporadic
matches, both governments keep operating to hold
a responsible and promising collaboration with
hopeful opportunities and save these, in the present
geopolitical situations, calling the highest chance of
Malaysia-Pakistan ties will need constant
partnership and collaboration.

Research Methodology

The current research utilizes a qualitative approach
to examine the bilateral relations between Malaysia
and Pakistan, with special stress on their registered
approval, existing fences, and probable destinies.
The qualitative technique is appropriate for this
analysis since it permits a thorough investigation of
the subtleties and sophistication of the association
between Pakistan and Malaysia.

Research Design

This study utilizes an analytical and explanatory
analysis method and it also gives a historical
context, and economic relations between Malaysia
and Pakistan is the defining element. Examining
important happenings, agreements, and notices that
have affected the bilateral association over the
period is part of this. Moreover, the analytical
element focuses on defining the association's
accomplishments, problems, and opportunities
going forward (Chande, 2023). Therefore, to
understand the dynamics of Malaysia-Pakistan
connections, this entails analyzing movements,
designs, and causal links.

Data Collection Methods

Secondary data, which contains scholarly articles,
reports, official publications, and news sources, is
the main basis of data for this study; alongside, a
detailed investigation of the bilateral relationship is
completed likely by the quantity of material about
Malaysia-Pakistan connections that can be located
in these sources. The investigation's findings and
conclusions have a substantial basis in gratitude to
the secondary data that was collected, which is
relevant to the objectives and research questions
(Rabeya and Hossain, 2019).

The systematic literature review process is used
to get the secondary datalike using keywords
associated with relations between Malaysia and
Pakistan, and relevant articles, reports, and
publications are found (Cao and Garcia-Feijéo,
2021). Therefore, to find significant themes,
movements, and practices in the connection, the
data is then recovered, organized, and
synthesized.

Data Analysis Techniques

Thematic analysis is employed to analyze the
collected data; finding patterns, articles, and
movements in the data is known as thematic
analysis, and it allows to alleviate light on the goals
and research questions. Therefore, to make sure the
articles properly reflect the data, the investigator
constantly refines and changes the research as it
goes along. On the other hand, the method
emphasizes the subtleties and complexities of the
bilateral connection while allowing comprehensive
and subtle details of Malaysia-Pakistan relations
(Cao and Garcia-Feijéo, 2021).

There are different steps in the thematic analysis
process; firstly, recurrent themes and designs are
found by coding the data. Second, there are
overarching pieces and sub-themes placed inside
the coded data, and ultimately, the articles undergo
analysis and understanding to derive findings and
offer recommendations (Enderwick, 2020).

Ethical Considerations

Given the fragile nature of Malaysia-Pakistan
diplomatic relations, honorable cases are of the
highest priority in this study. All data sources are
correctly cited, no intimate or classified material is
revealed, and the study fails moral criteria.

Vol. IX, No. III (Summer 2024)
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Furthermore, the study observes the viewpoints and
opinions of all groups involved in the connections
between Pakistan and Malaysia and it is significant
to offer an unbiased and fair examination of the two
governments' association (Firdous & Ramish,
2023).

Limitations of the Study

There are particular restrictions to this
investigation consistent with its detailed process
and research design. Preferably out, because
secondary data is employed so laboriously, the
analysis can just employ fabric that is willingly
available online. This could determine the study's
size and deep because some data might be ignored
or defective. Double, the analysis primarily concerns
Malaysia-Pakistan ties without carrying into
performance the perspectives of different
governments or unfamiliar performers working in
the region. Moreover, it could limit how
considerably the effects can be involved in diverse
circumstances. Finally though not minor, the
experimenter's understanding of the data, which
could be limited, is the foundation for the analysis's
outcomes and decisions. Bias is endeavored to be
relieved by reflexivity, candor, and counterpart
thought (Farrukh et al, 2022.).

In summary, this analysis employs a qualitative
methodology to concern bilateral ties between
Malaysia and Pakistan and it also concentrates on
their recorded roots, contemporary issues, and
possible destinies. Therefore, to give a particular
definition of the bilateral relationship and examine
it in the dawn of the present geopolitical geography,
the study method is both explanatory and
analytical. Secondary data sources, such as
scholarly papers, government publications, and
reports, are utilized in the data collection
procedures. Moreover, thematic research is utilized
to investigate the data and find practices and reports
that shed light on the goals and research questions
and this study sets a high emphasis on ethical
matters, making sure that all databases are
appropriately credited and that no unknown or
sharp material is revealed (Freymann, 2020).

Analytical Discussion:

Strengthening Political Relations: Perspectives
and Challenges in Malaysia-Pakistan Ties

The chronological importance and emotive

concerns of the bilateral connection between
Malaysia and Pakistan are expressive of the
complexities of multinational prudence in the
twenty-first century. Both governments have had a
compact connection from their early years of
freedom, one that is based on similar spiritual,
artistic, and geopolitical stakes (Rollins, 2019).
Pakistan was one of the first nations to believe in
Malaysia's freedom in 1957, which helped to
establish a diplomatic alliance that had earlier
developed to have political, protection, and
financial aspects. But consistent with this standard
environment, the alliance has had its percentage of
problems over the years, particularly when it comes
to political and protection dynamics (Freymann,
2020).

Frequent high-level visits and bilateral contracts
have limited the cordial and collaborative political
connections between Malaysia and Pakistan. To
promote their transferred goods, both countries
have repeatedly synchronized their positions on
global issues, including territorial disputes and
prudence. However, problems have occurred as a
consequence of changing alien approach purposes
and directions to regional confrontations (Rehman
et al., 2024). Divergent works on global issues have
sometimes resulted from Pakistan's documented
connections with certain countries and Malaysia's
non-alignment policy, highlighting the intricacy of
their political connections. These problems
emphasize the condition of constant contact and
cooperation to strengthen political links between
the two nations (Gui et al., 2019).

Furthermore, the political environment of each
country has affected the essence of bilateral
connections. Differences in household politics, such
as changes in administration or the approach of
approach, can influence how significant alien
connections exist to any nation. For example,
Pakistan's political differences oftentimes result in a
reexamination of its alien approach processes,
which involves its connections with Malaysia.
Parallel to this, Malaysia's inner political dynamics
such as section shifts and problems with the
administration may influence its direction to
prudence with Pakistan. Keeping a stable and
forward-thinking bilateral connection needs an
awareness of and knowledge to guide these inner
political problems (Ghani, 2020).
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Assessing Political and Security Dynamics
between Pakistan and Malaysia

Regarding security, Malaysia and Pakistan have
performed concurrently on several shows to fight
shared situations such as methodical crime,
plundering, and terrorism. This partnership, which
remembers a shared responsibility to provincial
peace, has retained brightness sharing, coordinated
service training, and protection movement.
Pakistan's favorable area connected with Malaysia's
background in counterterrorism has significantly
enhanced provincial protection. Despite these
industries, there are even points to be determined,
such as changing viewpoints on dangers and the
necessity for expanded partnerships to handle new
safety problems. In the face of varying protection
problems, strengthening provincial tranquility and
protection trust on ongoing contact and conspiracy
(Islam et al., 2023).

In terms of business and acquisition, in certain,
Malaysia and Pakistan's bilateral ties have increased
enormously. Due to enterprises decreasing taxes
and promoting financial integration, bilateral
marketing has grown in several enterprises,
including manufacturing, benefits, and
agribusiness. However, concerns with demand
entrance, employment inequalities, and matches
from other provincial actors have stymied financial
connections and controlled financial collaboration
from attaining its full possibility. The Malaysia-
Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership Agreement
(MPCEPA), among other industries desired to
determine these problems, has been critical in
maintaining the two governments' financial
concerns. To fully acknowledge the possibility of the
financial relations between Malaysia and Pakistan,
additional efforts to enhance financial collaboration
are needed (Jing et al., 2023).

Improving security and espionage associations
can also be a key element of a process to
differentiate new protection threats. A powerful
basis for mutual defense can be inaugurated by
collaborative research of counterterrorism tactics,
arrangements for intelligence sharing, and
corresponding military training. These steps
enhance tactical and functional interoperability
while creating faith and agreement between the
guarantee institutions of the two governments.
Through constant adjustment to the active security

conditions, Malaysia and Pakistan can secure a
strong and efficient partnership that maintains
equilibrium in the area (Klitgaard, 2023).

Future Directions in Pakistan-Malaysia
Bilateral Relations

The end of connections between Malaysia and
Pakistan is brilliant, with the possibility for
additional business, acquisition, and protection
partnerships. The current construction of the
Malaysia-Pakistan Business Council is an action in
the correct demand for intensifying bilateral retail
relations and enabling additional collaboration
between the two nations. Academics emphasize the
requirement to adopt a suitable and coming stance
in bilateral links to surmount present barriers and
extend mutual benefits. To acknowledge the
possibility of connections between Malaysia and
Pakistan in the twenty-first century, there will need
to be constant contact, conspiracy, and involvement
at all levels (Javaid, 2020).

To add up, there has been a significant growth
in the bilateral links between Malaysia and Pakistan,
characterized by shared recorded origins and recent
situations. Notwithstanding sporadic conflicts, both
nations have been driven to maintain a trustworthy
and profitable collaboration with hopeful coming
prospects. In the present geopolitical circumstances,
gaining the full possibility of Malaysia-Pakistan ties
will need constant collaboration and teamwork
(Khilji and Jogezai, 2022).

To promote awareness and neighborliness
between the two nations, it can alike be profitable
to improve academic and creative exchanges.
Cultural  celebrations, cooperative  analysis
assignments, and scholar business schedules are a
few instances of enterprises that strengthen and
encourage more intimate interpersonal connections
and more significant knowledge of one another's
past and present improvements. Therefore, by
assigning aid towards these peaceful influence
tactics, Malaysia and Pakistan may select a more
stable and complete connection that supports their
financial and protection partnership, securing a
strong partnership going ahead (Shaheen, 2024).

Conclusion

The enduring qualities of prudence, which are
motivated by both historical connections and
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present needs, are indicated by the association
between Malaysia and Pakistan. Concurrently, with
shared consideration and collaboration, Malaysia
and Pakistan have steered a road of transferred
welfare and conspiracy from the earlier days of their
freedom to the complicated geopolitical landscape
of the twenty-first century. This article has
concerned several parts of their organization,
stressing the hardships, victories, and likely effects
that differentiate their reciprocal links.

Because of their shared Islamic past and colonial
past, Malaysia and Pakistan have permanently had
tight links marked by an athletic feeling of solidarity
and conspiracy. Pakistan's prompt entry of
Malaysia's independence in 1957 directed a potent
diplomatic connection that has continued over the
years. Both governments have constantly stood after
one another in global fora, indicating a powerful
devotion to regard and experience between them.

Political ties between Malaysia and Pakistan
have been friendly, as evidenced by frequent high-
level visits therefore, to promote their transmitted
goals, both governments have unified their
perspectives on planet matters, including alien
prudence and territorial spats. On the other writing,
contrasts in alien procedure preferences and paths
to local confrontations have raised tribulations.

Malaysia and Pakistan have performed nearly
jointly to fight reciprocal protection challenges such
as methodical corruption, terrorism, and
plundering. This collaboration, which recalls a
communicated pledge to provincial tranquility, has
contained brilliance sharing, coordinated service
training, and guard movement. Pakistan's favorable
area combined with Malaysia's experience in
counterterrorism has greatly enhanced restricted
stake. Still, barriers continue, such as disparate
judgments of likely dangers and the necessity for
improved conspiracy to handle newborn protection
cases.

In times of commerce and acquisition, in certain,
Malaysia and Pakistan's bilateral ties have risen
greatly. The growth of bilateral transactions has
been fueled by enterprises to decrease surcharges
and promote financial integration in several
initiatives. However, challenges to monetary
relations have contained discrepancies in
commerce, issues achieving admission to needs, and
feuds from different provincial controls. The
Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership
Agreement (MPCEPA), among different enterprises
desired to fix these cases, has been critical in
supporting the two governments' financial
considerations.

The end of links between Malaysia and Pakistan
is radiant, with the possibility for additional trade,
asset, and protection cooperation. The current
construction of the Malaysia-Pakistan Business
Council is an action in the proper demand for
intensifying bilateral retail connections and
promoting additional collaboration between the
two nations. Academics stress the requirement to
adopt a suitable and coming view in bilateral links
to surmount present blocks and expand mutual
benefits. To completely recognize the possibility of
connections between Malaysia and Pakistan in the
twenty-first century, will require consistent contact,
collaboration, and involvement at all stations.

In resume, there is a prolonged record of
reciprocal regard, cooperation, and matching
purposes in Malaysia and Pakistan's bilateral
connections. Notwithstanding these blocks, both
governments have displayed a substantial
responsibility to fortify their alliance and cooperate
to attack transferred concerns. With the world
becoming so fast, Malaysia and Pakistan's
association has a promising destiny ahead of them.
Malaysia and Pakistan can construct a fortune for
somebody who is better insulated, affluent, and
united by persistently amusing in contact,
collaboration, and cooperation.
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