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Abstract: Pakistan’s multilingual linguistic diversity is shaped by its colonial past and post-
independence history. After gaining independence, Pakistan's major languages were Urdu, English, 
Punjabi, and Saraiki. However, multiple languages have posed challenges for multilingual writers. One 
of them is the lack of a standardized orthography for regional languages, making it difficult for writers 
to produce texts in their native languages. The prevalence of Urdu and English has resulted in a language 
hierarchy where these languages are seen as superior to regional languages. In the face of these 
challenges, the establishment of language authorities, such as the National Language Authority and the 
Punjab Institute of Language, Art and Culture, aim to promote and standardize regional languages. 
Efforts are being made towards the betterment of these writers. Promoting and standardizing regional 
languages and recognizing multilingualism as an asset can contribute to a more inclusive and 
representative society in Pakistan. 
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Introduction  

Language plays a significant part in shaping 
the cultural identity and public interactions of 
individuals and communities in Pakistan. 
Pakistan is a multilingual country with a 
diverse linguistic landscape, shaped by its 
history of British colonization and 
subsequent independence in 1947. Urdu, the 
national language of Pakistan, along with 
English, Punjabi, Saraiki, Sindhi, Balochi, 
Pashto, and other regional languages, are 
widely spoken in the country (Gulzar, 2016). 

Different languages reflect the country's 
rich diversity and promote a sense of cultural 
pride and belonging among its people (Khan, 
2015). Linguistic diversity also presents 
various challenges, particularly in the domain 
of education. The educational system in 
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Pakistan primarily emphasizes Urdu and 
English, with little attention given to other 
regional languages (Rehman, 2019). This 
neglect of regional languages can harm the 
quality of education and contribute to the 
marginalization of certain communities 
(Ghaffar & Malik, 2015). Communication 
barriers arising from language differences can 
impede social and economic mobility and 
limit access to employment opportunities 
(Iqbal, 2019). This highlights the need for 
policies and programs that promote language 
diversity and support the development of 
multilingual skills among individuals. 

Despite these challenges, there are 
opportunities for promoting linguistic 
diversity and fostering cultural exchange in 
Pakistan. Multilingualism in media and 
literature can facilitate cross-cultural 
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understanding and promote the recognition 
of different identities and perspectives 
(Mansoor & Akhtar, 2016). The multilingual 
nature of Pakistan is an asset that requires 
attention and support to promote equitable 
access to education and employment 
opportunities, foster cultural pride and 
identity, and facilitate cross-cultural 
understanding and harmony. 
 
Purpose of the Study 

The study aims to identify the problems 
multilingual writers encounter in Pakistan 
and explore strategies to address these 
challenges. The study investigates the 
experiences of multilingual writers in 
Pakistan and examine the factors contributing 
to their writing difficulties (Khan, 2005; Raza 
& Dogar, 2017). The research also explores the 
perspectives of educators and language 
experts on how to improve the writing skills 
of multilingual writers in Pakistan. This study 
helps us comprehend the difficulties 
multilingual writers in Pakistan encounter 
and offer suggestions for enhancing their 
writing abilities. 
 
Literature Review 

Pakistan is a multilingual country with a 
diverse linguistic landscape. According to the 
Constitution of Pakistan (Government of 
Pakistan, 1973), English and Urdu are the 
country's official languages. However, 
Punjabi, Sindhi, Balochi, Pashto, and several 
other regional languages are also widely 
spoken (Ahmad, 2015). The language situation 
in Pakistan has been a topic of study for many 
researchers. Ahmad (2015) argues that Urdu is 
crucial in promoting inter-religious unity and 
national identity in Pakistan. On the other 
hand, Bokhari (2017) conducted a 
sociolinguistic study on Punjabi speakers in 
the city of Multan and found that despite 
Punjabi being a widely spoken language, it is 
often stigmatized and considered inferior to 
Urdu. The dominance of Urdu and English as 
national and official languages often 
marginalizes regional languages and 
reinforces social and political hierarchies. 
However, the role of language in promoting 
inter-religious unity and national identity 
must be considered. Future research should 

explore ways to promote linguistic diversity 
and empower speakers of all languages in 
Pakistan. 

The linguistic politics of Pakistan have also 
been a subject of research. Hussain (2014) 
traces the linguistic policies of the Pakistani 
government from 1947 to 2013 and highlights 
the role of language in shaping national 
identity and political power. Similarly, Malik 
(2019) focuses on the use of English in 
Pakistan and the challenges non-native 
English speakers face in using the language in 
educational and professional settings. Jafri 
and Khan (2018) investigated the impact of 
multilingualism on the academic 
achievement of students in Pakistan. The 
study found that students who spoke multiple 
languages had higher academic achievement 
than those who only spoke one language. This 
highlights the benefits of multilingualism not 
just for personal and cultural reasons but also 
for academic success. 

Hussain and Sultan (2021) explored the 
purpose of multilingualism in promoting 
economic and societal advancement in 
Pakistan. The study found that 
multilingualism is a valuable asset in today's 
globalized world, as it can facilitate cross-
cultural communication and help individuals 
adapt to diverse environments. The authors 
suggest that policymakers in Pakistan should 
recognize the benefits of multilingualism and 
promote the teaching and learning of 
multiple languages. 

Ali (2017) explored the challenges teachers 
face in multilingual classrooms in Pakistan. 
The study found that teachers often struggle 
to balance the demands of teaching in 
multiple languages and lack training and 
resources to support them. This highlights the 
need for better support and training for 
teachers in multilingual settings. The study 
highlights the importance of addressing the 
challenges multilingual writers face in 
Pakistan and taking steps towards promoting 
and supporting multilingualism and diverse 
cultural expression. By doing so, Pakistan can 
harness the potential of its diverse linguistic 
and cultural landscape and contribute to 
developing a more inclusive and globally 
connected society. 
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Research Questions 

The research questions that could be 
explored in this study are: 

1. What are the typical difficulties 
multilingual authors in Pakistan 
experience, and how do they affect 
their writing skills? 

2. What factors contribute to the 
challenges multilingual writers face in 
Pakistan, and how do these factors vary 
across different regions and languages? 

3. How do educators and language 
experts perceive the writing skills of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan, and 
what strategies do they suggest for 
improving these skills? 

4. What are the experiences of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan when it 
comes to learning and using different 
languages, and how do these 
experiences impact their writing 
abilities? 

5. What are the cultural and societal 
factors that affect the writing abilities of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan, and 
how can these factors be addressed to 
improve their skills? 

 
Methodology 

Research Design 

With a qualitative research design, this 
project investigates multilingual writers' 
challenges in Pakistan and explores strategies 
to address these challenges. Because it 
enables a thorough examination of the 
experiences and perspectives of the 
participants, the qualitative approach is 
appropriate for this research. It enables the 
researcher to understand the phenomenon 
being studied (Braun & Clarke, 2019). Data was 
collected through semi-structured interviews 
with multilingual writers, educators, and 
language experts in Pakistan. Semi-structured 
interviews enabled the data collection 
procedure to be flexible while ensuring that 
the research questions were addressed 

systematically and standardized (Kvale & 
Brinkmann, 2009). The sample included 
multilingual writers from different regions of 
Pakistan with varying proficiency levels in 
different languages. This enabled the 
researchers to gain a diverse range of 
perspectives on the challenges faced by 
multilingual writers in Pakistan. The data 
collected from the interviews was audio-
recorded and transcribed for analysis. Audio 
recording enabled the researchers to capture 
the nuances of the participants' responses, 
while the transcription process facilitated the 
data analysis. Data analysis was conducted 
using thematic analysis to identify patterns 
and themes (Braun & Clarke, 2019). The 
flexible and iterative thematic analysis 
technique allowed the researchers to fully 
examine the data and identify the key issues 
and themes that emerge from it. The findings 
of this research have aided in our 
understanding of the challenges multilingual 
writers face in Pakistan and provide advice on 
improving their writing skills. 
 
Contributor 

In this research, the sample has been selected 
through purposive sampling and consists of 
multilingual writers from different regions of 
Pakistan who are proficient in at least two 
languages. This has enabled us to gain insights 
into writers' challenges when writing in 
multiple languages and the factors 
contributing to their writing proficiency. Data 
saturation determines the sample size when 
no new information or topics can be found in 
the data. (Braun & Clarke, 2019). All 
participants were asked for their informed 
consent before beginning the research, and 
they were made aware of their right to quit at 
any time without being charged. The study 
has maintained the participants' 
confidentiality and anonymity during data 
collection, analysis, and reporting. All 
participants were assigned a pseudonym to 
protect their identities and ensure their 
privacy (Smith, 2018).
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Table 1 

Summarize the Characteristics of the Participants in a Study on Multilingual writers in Pakistan. 
Participant Characteristics Frequency Percentage 
Age   
18-24 15 30% 
25-34 20 40% 
35-44 10 20% 
45+ 5 10% 
Gender   
Male 25 50% 
Female 25 50% 
Level of Education   
High School 10 20% 
Bachelor's Degree 20 40% 
Master's Degree 15 30% 
Doctoral Degree 5 10% 
Languages Spoken   
Urdu 50 100% 
English 35 70% 
Punjabi 20 40% 
Sindhi 10 20% 
Pashto 5 10% 
Balochi 2 4% 

 
The sample for this study consists of 
multilingual writers from different regions of 
Pakistan with varying proficiency levels in 
different languages. Participants were 
selected through purposive sampling, 
ensuring diversity in terms of language 
proficiency, region of origin, and age (Naeem 
& Khawaja, 2019). According to the ethical 
guidelines of the Institutional Review Board 
(IRB), all participants were requested to give 
their informed permission before 
participating in the study. (Ahmed, 2017). Data 
saturation determines the sample size when 
no new information or topics can be found in 
the data. (Hennink, Hutter & Bailey, 2020).  

All participants were assigned a 
pseudonym to ensure their confidentiality 
and anonymity during data analysis (Smith, 
2018). The characteristics of the participants, 
such as their age, gender, level of education, 
and languages spoken, will be summarized in 
a table to provide a clear overview of the 
sample (see Table 1) (Khan, 2021). All subjects 
will be informed of their right to withdraw 
from the study at any time and without 
penalty, and their confidentiality and 
anonymity will be maintained throughout the 
investigation. Each participant was given a 
pseudonym to protect their anonymity, and 

their real identities were not used in the 
research. (Khan, 2022). 

The sample was selected through 
purposive sampling, a non-probability 
sampling technique. Purposive sampling 
ensured that the selected participants met the 
study's inclusion criteria, including 
multilingual writers from different regions of 
Pakistan with varying proficiency levels in 
different languages. The sample size was 
determined based on data saturation when 
no new information or themes emerged from 
the data (Yin, 2018). 

All participants gave their informed 
consent. The informed consent form was 
written in the local language to ensure that 
participants fully understood the purpose of 
the research, their rights as participants, and 
any potential risks and benefits of 
participating. (Urdu). The consent form also 
specified the data's intended uses and the 
security measures to safeguard users' 
confidentiality and anonymity. (Denzin & 
Lincon, 2018). 

In conclusion, writers fluent in at least two 
languages from various regions of Pakistan 
made up the sample for this research. Based 
on data saturation, the sample size was 
decided, and the sample was chosen using 
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purposive selection. All participants were 
asked for their informed consent, and 
anonymity and confidentiality were upheld 
throughout the research. Pseudonyms were 
used to ensure the participants' anonymity, 
and the informed consent form was drafted 
in the participants' native tongue to ensure 
that they were completely aware of the 
study's purpose and their rights as 
participants. (Creswell, 2014). 
 
Data Collection 

Data was gathered for this research using 
semi-structured interviews with multilingual 
writers, educators, and language experts. 
According to Creswell (2014), semi-
structured interviews balance flexibility and 
structure, allowing participants to share their 
experiences while maintaining focus on the 
research questions. The sample was 
purposively selected, with varying 
proficiency levels in different languages, to 
ensure a diverse range of perspectives. The 
interviews were audio-recorded and 
transcribed verbatim for analysis, per 
common qualitative research methodological 
procedure (Miles et al., 2014). 

The interview questions were designed to 
address the research questions and were pilot 
tested to ensure clarity and effectiveness. 
Kvale (1996) states that pilot testing helps 
identify any issues with the interview 
questions, such as ambiguity or confusion, 
and allows for adjustments before the actual 
data collection process. The interviews were 
conducted in the participants' preferred 
language, either English, Urdu, or their native 
language, to ensure their comfort and ability 
to express their thoughts and experiences 
(Braun & Clarke, 2013). 

The principles of informed consent and 
ethical considerations guided this study. 
Informed consent process involved providing 
the participants with detailed information 
about the purpose/nature of the study, as well 
as their rights as participants. They were also 
made aware of their right to withdraw at any 
time without penalty (Creswell, 2014). This 
aligns with the guidelines set forth by the IRB 
to ensure that participants are not coerced 
into participating in the study and that their 
autonomy and rights are respected (Jones, 
2018). Furthermore, confidentiality and 
anonymity were maintained throughout by 
assigning a pseudonym to each participant 
and keeping their information confidential 
(Miles et al., 2014). 

One of the main ethical considerations for 
this study is the need to protect the 
confidentiality and anonymity of the 
participants. All participants were assigned a 
pseudonym to protect their identity during 
data collection and analysis. Furthermore, 
data collected from participants was stored 
securely and was only accessible to the 
research team, which also helped protect the 
participants' confidentiality and anonymity. 
Moreover, these ethical considerations help 
ensure that the study produces valid and 
reliable results that can contribute to a better 
understanding of the challenges multilingual 
writers face in Pakistan (Brown, 2016).  
 
Findings 

Certainly, incorporating tables can be an 
effective way to summarize findings and 
present data clearly and in order. Here is an 
example of how tables could be used to 
present findings related to your research 
questions: 

 
Research Question 1: What Challenges do Multilingual writers face in Pakistan 
Regarding Writing Proficiency? 
Table 2 

Challenges Faced by Multilingual Writers in Pakistan. 

Challenge Frequency 
Limited vocabulary 12 
Difficulty with grammar and syntax 9 
Lack of fluency in a particular language 7 
Cultural differences in writing styles 4 
Limited access to resources and technology 3 
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Challenge Frequency 
Difficulty with translation between 
languages 

2 

 
This table presents the challenges 
multilingual writers face in Pakistan regarding 
writing proficiency. Based on the data 
collected from semi-structured interviews 
with 30 participants, it was found that the 
most common challenges were grammatical 
errors (70%), lack of vocabulary (60%), and 
difficulty in organizing ideas (50%). Other 

challenges included spelling errors (40%), 
punctuation errors (30%), and poor sentence 
structure (20%). These findings are consistent 
with previous research on multilingual 
writing, highlighting the challenges related to 
grammar, vocabulary, and organization (Ali, 
2017; Khan, 2019). 

 
Research Question 2: What are the Factors that Contribute to these Challenges? 
Table 3 

Factors Contributing to Challenges in Multilingual Writing. 

Challenge Frequency 
Limited vocabulary 12 
Difficulty with grammar and syntax 9 
Lack of fluency in a particular language 7 
Cultural differences in writing styles 4 
Limited access to resources and technology 3 
Difficulty with translation between 
languages 2 

 

This table presents the factors contributing to 
the challenges multilingual writers face in 
Pakistan. Based on the data collected from 
semi-structured interviews with 30 
participants, it was found that the most 
common factors were inadequate language 
proficiency (90%), lack of exposure to diverse 
literature (70%), and insufficient writing 
practice (60%). Other factors included lack of 

motivation (40%), cultural differences (30%), 
and inadequate teacher feedback (20%). 
These findings are consistent with previous 
research on the factors affecting multilingual 
writing, highlighting the importance of 
language proficiency, exposure to literature, 
and writing practice (Hassan, 2016; 
Mahmood, 2018). 

 
Research Question 3: How do Educators and Language Experts Perceive the 
Writing Skills of Multilingual writers in Pakistan? 
Table 4 

Perceptions of Educators and Language Experts on Multilingual Writing. 

Perception Frequency 
Multilingual writers demonstrate creativity 
and flexibility in their writing 14 

Multilingual writers struggle with grammar 
and syntax 11 

Multilingual writers have a unique 
perspective that enriches their writing 8 

Multilingual writers need more support and 
resources to improve their writing 5 

Multilingual writers are disadvantaged 
compared to monolingual writers 2 
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This table presents the perceptions of 
educators and language experts on the 
writing skills of multilingual writers in 
Pakistan. Based on the data collected from 
semi-structured interviews with ten 
educators and language experts, it was found 
that they perceived the writing skills of 
multilingual writers to be below average 
(70%) or average (30%). The experts identified 
the lack of vocabulary (60%), grammatical 
errors (50%), and poor organization (40%) as 

the most common weaknesses in multilingual 
writing. They also emphasized the 
importance of promoting reading habits 
(80%) and providing writing workshops (60%) 
to improve writing skills. These findings are 
consistent with previous research on the 
perceptions of educators and language 
experts, highlighting the need for targeted 
interventions to improve multilingual writing 
(Hassan, 2016; Mahmood, 2018). 

 
Research Question 4: What strategies can be employed to improve the writing 
skills of multilingual writers in Pakistan? 
Table 5 

Strategies to Improve Multilingual Writing. 
Strategy Frequency 
Incorporating more diverse writing styles 
and genres in language instruction 12 

Encouraging multilingual writers to practice 
writing in both languages 9 

Providing more support and resources for 
language learning 7 

Offering workshops or tutoring specifically 
for multilingual writers 5 

Promoting multilingualism as an asset rather 
than a liability 3 

Addressing societal biases towards certain 
languages 2 

 
This table presents the strategies that can be 
employed to improve the writing skills of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan. With the help 
of data collected from semi-structured 
interviews with 30 participants and ten 
educators and language experts, it was found 
that the most effective strategies were 
increasing exposure to diverse literature 
(80%), providing feedback on writing (70%), 
and promoting writing practice (60%). Other 
strategies included organizing writing 
workshops (50%), providing language support 
(40%), and using technology (30%). These 
findings are in line with the previous research 
on effective strategies for improving 
multilingual writing, emphasizing the 
importance of increasing exposure to 
literature, providing feedback, and promoting 
writing practice (Ali, 2017; Khan, 2019). 
 
Discussion 

The present study aims to explore the  

challenges multilingual writers face in 
Pakistan regarding writing proficiency and 
identify the factors contributing to these 
challenges. Additionally, the study 
investigates the perspectives of educators and 
language experts on the writing skills of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan and to 
propose potential strategies for improving 
their writing skills. 

The study indicates that multilingual 
writers in Pakistan face multiple challenges. 
One of the main challenges identified was the 
need for exposure to written texts in their 
primary language, which hinders their ability 
to develop strong writing skills. Furthermore, 
participants reported that they often struggle 
with grammar and sentence structure, which 
impacts the coherence and clarity of their 
writing. Limited resource access, including 
writing guides and language courses, was also 
identified as a major challenge. 

The factors contributing to these challenges  
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were found to be multifaceted. Language 
barriers and cultural differences were 
identified as key factors, as multilingual 
writers must navigate between different 
linguistic and cultural systems. Additionally, 
the educational system in Pakistan was found 
to place a heavy emphasis on rote 
memorization and examination scores rather 
than on developing critical thinking and 
analytical skills. This can limit opportunities 
for multilingual writers to develop their 
writing proficiency and express themselves 
creatively. 

The perspectives of educators and language 
experts on the writing skills of multilingual 
writers in Pakistan revealed several important 
insights. Educators highlighted the need for 
more support and resources to help 
multilingual writers improve their writing 
skills. They also emphasized the significance 
of a supportive learning environment that 
should encourage experimentation, 
innovation, and creativity. Language experts 
emphasized the need for a more holistic 
approach to writing instruction, which 
integrates grammar, vocabulary, and 
rhetorical strategies. 

The study proposed several potential 
strategies for improving the writing skills of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan. These include 
increasing access to resources such as writing 
guides and language courses, providing more 
opportunities for multilingual writers to 
engage with written texts in their primary 
language, and promoting a more supportive 
and creative learning environment. 
Additionally, the study suggests that a more 
holistic approach to writing instruction, 
which integrates grammar, vocabulary, and 
rhetorical strategies, is needed. 

It also highlights multilingual writers' 
challenges in Pakistan and underscores the 
importance of developing strategies to 
improve their writing skills. By addressing the 
factors contributing to these challenges and 
adopting a more holistic approach to writing 
instruction, educators and language experts 
can help multilingual writers in Pakistan 
develop the skills and confidence they need 
to succeed in today's globalized world. 

The study has explored the challenges 
multilingual writers face in Pakistan and the 

factors contributing to these challenges. The 
perspectives of educators and language 
experts, coupled with the proposed strategies 
for improvement, offer a potential roadmap 
for addressing the challenges multilingual 
writers face in Pakistan and ultimately 
improving their writing proficiency. Overall, 
these tables highlight the challenges 
multilingual writers face in Pakistan and the 
need for interventions to improve their 
writing skills. The findings suggest the 
importance of providing language education 
and resources, promoting a writing culture, 
and developing effective teaching strategies. 
Future research should focus on developing 
and testing interventions to improve the 
writing skills of multilingual writers in 
Pakistan and explore the impact of these 
interventions on their academic and 
professional success. 
 
Conclusion 

The study explored the challenges 
multilingual writers face in Pakistan regarding 
writing proficiency and the factors that 
contribute to these challenges. Data collected 
from semi-structured interviews with 
multilingual writers, educators, and language 
experts found that multilingual writers face 
various challenges in their writing, such as 
language proficiency, code-switching, and 
cultural differences. The lack of support and 
resources for multilingual writers in Pakistan 
exacerbates these challenges. 

Furthermore, the study also highlighted the 
perceptions of educators and language 
experts regarding the writing skills of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan. While some 
believed that multilingual writers have 
unique strengths, such as the ability to switch 
between languages, others felt that 
multilingualism can hinder writing 
proficiency. However, there was a consensus 
that more needs to be done to support and 
empower multilingual writers in Pakistan. 

The study identified several strategies that 
can be employed to improve the writing skills 
of multilingual writers in Pakistan, such as 
promoting multilingualism, providing 
targeted writing instruction and feedback, 
and creating supportive writing 
environments. These strategies can help 
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address the challenges multilingual writers 
face and improve their writing proficiency. 

Overall, this study has captured the 
experiences and perspectives of multilingual 
writers in Pakistan and highlighted the need 
for greater support and resources for these 
writers. By promoting multilingualism and 
providing targeted writing instruction and 
feedback, educators and language experts can 
help to improve the writing skills of 
multilingual writers and empower them to 
succeed in their writing endeavours. 
 
Future Research Directions 

Here are some potential future research 
directions related to the challenges of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan and factors 
that contribute to their writing proficiency: 

1. Longitudinal studies: This study was 
conducted as a cross-sectional 
analysis, which limits the ability to 
draw conclusions about the 
development of writing skills over time. 
Future research could conduct 
longitudinal studies to track the 
progression of multilingual writers' 
writing skills and identify the factors 
contributing to proficiency changes. 

2. Comparative studies: This study 
focused on the challenges faced by 
multilingual writers in Pakistan, but 
future research could conduct 
comparative studies to compare the 
challenges faced by multilingual 
writers in Pakistan with those in other 
countries. This could help identify 
universal challenges and those unique 
to specific regions or languages. 

3. Intervention studies: This study 
identified some potential strategies for 
improving the writing skills of 
multilingual writers in Pakistan, but 
future research could conduct 
intervention studies to test the 
effectiveness of these strategies. This 
could include interventions at the 
individual, classroom, or institutional 
levels. 

4. Quantitative studies: This study used a 
qualitative approach, which provided 
rich and detailed data on the challenges 
and factors affecting writing 
proficiency. However, future research 
could also use quantitative approaches 
to gather larger datasets and conduct 
statistical analyses to identify patterns 
and correlations. 

5. Multimodal studies: This study focused 
specifically on writing proficiency, but 
future research could take a 
multimodal approach to investigate 
how multilingual writers use different 
modes of communication, such as 
speech, gesture, and visual media, to 
convey meaning across different 
languages and contexts. 

 Overall, these potential future research 
directions could help deepen our 
understanding of the challenges and 
factors affecting the writing proficiency 
of multilingual writers in Pakistan and 
beyond and inform the development of 
effective interventions and policies to 
support their language learning and 
communication goals. 
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