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Abstract: This research is about the passive recreational spaces provision in Hyderabad city and 
compares the area distribution within the city with respect to National Reference Manual (NRM) and 
shows the backlog differences area in acres as per population intake within the city. The research 
focuses on the increasing absence of appropriate passive recreational areas to fulfil the need of the 
inhabitants, with better needs and demands in accordance with the population influx into the city. It 
may be used to thrive and give the foundation for social cohesion among the people for healthier living 
and better functioning. 
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Introduction 

One of the most crucial elements of the urban 
landscape is passive recreation (Lachowycz & 
Andy, 2013). Spending time in such well-
maintained passive recreation places has 
been shown to increase energy and decrease 
negative emotions, according to some 
research (Bowler et al., 2010). Passive leisure 
spaces also have unintended advantages that 
are more widespread(Lee & Maheswaran, 
2010), such as fostering social cohesion by 
providing opportunities designed for more 
human connection and group activities (Maas 
et al., 2009). Numerous studies on urban 
landscape concerns have been conducted. 
Only a limited number of these studies, 
however, have emphasized how much people 
like living close to public open spaces. The 
American public is very supportive of 
creating public open spaces in urbanizing 
areas. Sprawl has been strongly opposed by 
American citizens.(Wu & Plantinga, 2003). 
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Concrete aspects (physical elements) like 
street patterns, urban design, and the 
surrounding built, or natural environment 
makes up the landscape (or urban form) of a 
settlement. Whereas the foundational 
elements of political economics and 
theological ideals make up the minor 
characteristics of a community or settlement  
(Mohammed Abdullah 2000). In the modern 
city, landscaping is primarily found in 
residential neighbourhoods (with courtyards 
presenting groups of homes and in the 
vicinity of residential plots/areas as gardens), 
as well as close to schools and other 
institutions for young people to learn.  (JunJie 
Wu and Andrew J. Plantinga 2003).  

Landscaping is very important since it 
increases the property's value. Among the 
many benefits of landscaping is the way it 
connects ethnicity to the environment and 
helps to create a realistic perception of the 
area. Things that matter to people have been 
improved by the landscape, and people's 
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values are reflected in the level of landscape 
arrangements in the places where they live. 
(Dirk Van Nellestijn, 2014). 

Green passive areas are frequently 
overlooked in the urban design and planning 
process when it comes to the physical 
environment, such as open green spaces. 
Open space design, which has led to heat 
islands in metropolitan areas, has gotten little 
noticed during the design and planning 
process of urban areas. (Moohammed & Erik, 
2014). Intense effects brought on by specific 
environmental changes can be reduced by 
green areas. (Sharifah Khalizah, et al., 2013; 
Chiesura, 2004; Project EverGreen, 2013). 

One may argue that either the man-made 
or natural environment should be able to 
accommodate human activities. This method 
of urban planning results in environments 
and urban infrastructure that are more suited 
to human needs and habits. The discipline of 
urban design, which is more focused on the 
built environment and offers improved built 
environments, which focuses on the 
constructed environment of settlements as 
opposed to planning and landscaping, plays a 
significant part in the evolution of civilization 
because it addresses these intangible 
settlement activities. From one generation to 
the next, these traits or routines gradually 
evolve or alter. They bridge the gap between 
older and younger generations and are 
historically based. The distinctive 
environment is a reflection of a society's 
originality that may be understood from the 
appearance, sounds, odour, and way of life of 
its individuals. They may be symmetrical or 
asymmetrical. (Rapoport, 1998; Rapoport, 
1996). Investigating actual land evaluation is 
made easier with the integration and usage of 
geographic information systems (GIS). 
(Saleem A., 2014)  (Fang and Julie 1998).  
Exploring the unique characteristics of urban 
green recreational spaces is the decision that 
serves as a constraint regarding economically 
and socially distinct areas.  (Atifa, Neelum and 
Ghulam Abbas 2016), and to control whatever 
effect the existing peripheral has on the value 
of the park feature at some grade (Soleckia & 
Joan M. Welchb, 1994). 
 

Aim and objective 

The primary focus of this research is passive 
recreational infrastructure as it's an essential 

part of Hyderabad City. This research assesses 
the backlog with respect to the standard need 
to fulfil the inmates' needs to provide better 
provisions to get interaction within the city 
for social cohesion of its locales. 
 
Problem Background 

An integrated system of man-made 
structures and protected ecology is referred 
to as passive recreational infrastructure, and 
it provides numerous, well-balanced 
solutions to promote sustainable urban 
development (Ahern., 2007).  It has been 
witnessed that such passive recreational 
areas are facing various problems, one is 
deficient in balancing with the standards of 
the National reference Manual. To transform 
Hyderabad Metropolis's urban shape into a 
prosperous, healthy, and effectively operating 
green city, careful policy development 
activities are required.  
 
Research Design /Methodology 

The aim of this study is to explore potential 
urban landscape greening prospects in terms 
of passive recreation in Hyderabad City that 
can improve local environmental quality and 
social life (Pakistan). To read and understand 
the chosen landscape of Hyderabad City (i-e: 
passive recreation), this research used a 
variety of methodologies. For this, the 
suggested research technique is separated 
into the following primary sections as 
provided in the research proposal paper.  In 
research, the methodology process 
enlightens to acquire passive recreation 
problems through literature review and 
gathering the data from the concerned 
authorities. The literature review explored, 
the use of qualitative and quantitative 
methods as the most effective way to get a set 
of results. This attempt recognizes the 
importance of this research in terms of its 
originality and scarcity. The suggested 
quantitative technique has aided in the 
evaluation of several policy frameworks 
connected to passive recreation created by 
local governing organizations in Hyderabad 
City.  

On independently created cadastral 
maps, the small area spatial analysis has also 
been helpful in combining multiple activity 
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data sets. In geosciences studies, this kind of 
information is referred to as "Map info." 
Additionally, these information maps display 
statistical data of any kind, such as 
socioeconomic statistics, by depicting them 
in various colour tones and contrasts  (Fang 
and Julie 1998) Viewers are given visual 
information about activities and intensity 
levels at various spatial or scales levels 
through the presentation of data using 
different colour schemes. The final goal of 
this research will also be accomplished using 
the "Map info" technique. 
 
Questionnaires and Interviews 

After gaining a broad understanding of 
Hyderabad's passive recreational Park, the 
questionnaire created at the beginning of the 
research for the purpose of providing 
recreational was somewhat adjusted. The 
surveys were translated from English to Urdu 
to accommodate the majority of the locals, 
who have a wide range of educational 
backgrounds. About 25 questions make up 
the questionnaire, which is then 
disseminated. The park's gate was used to 
reach out to the general public, and the gates 
of active recreation areas were used to reach 
out to sportsmen. In order to do this, a basic 
sampling technique was used, which 
required filling out 384 questionnaire 
samples for every city with at least 1 lac 
residents (Robert & Daryle, 1970 (Fang and 
Julie 1998). Participants were contacted at 
random and on the spot and asked to 
complete surveys. Additionally, surveys about 

famous eateries and traffic lights were being 
completed. In Hyderabad, roughly 480 
respondents responded to the questionnaire 
survey between the hours of 11 a.m. afternoon 
timing and 4 p.m. evening timings. 
 
Study Area 

With a population of two million, Hyderabad 
is the second-largest metropolis in Sindh 
province and one of Pakistan's larger cities. 
(Hyderabad population density map, 2014). 
Three talukas in Hyderabad, namely 
Qasimabad, Latifabad, and Hyderabad City, 
have been selected as the study areas for this 
research. The population of Hyderabad is 
expanding quickl  (USAID 2014) y. Which city 
experiences a variety of concerns, such as 
ignorance regarding an unsanitary 
atmosphere, which leads to a variety of health 
issues. Hyderabad's outdated public utility 
system has been excessively burdened for 
many years and has outlived its usefulness, 
but the city still lacks a working master plan  
(Khan 2015). Open space areas in the city, 
which are viewed as good opportunities for 
revenue production, have performed poorer 
due to the lack of a master plan (District Govt. 
Hyderabad, Govt. of Sindh 2009). The 
economy, the ecology, and the health of city 
residents can all be quickly improved by 
expressing concern for the passive 
recreational parks and urban landscape. The 
following Fig: 1, shows the map of Hyderabad 
city, mentioning respective talukas along the 
city boundaries.  

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: City map of Hyderabad 



Hina Marvi, Mehnaz Soomro and Sanam Bhutto 

Page | 306   Global Regional Review (GRR) 

Lack of Passive Recreational Space: 
Inappropriate Use of Urban Relief 
Spaces 

The residents of Hyderabad urban territory 
are not only socially isolated due to a lack of 
possibilities for engagement, but they are also 
cut off from their community because there 
are no public areas for relaxation, escape 
from the bustling city, or any other form of 
stress relief.  (Khan 2015) 

Recognizing the value of public passive 
recreational areas has undoubtedly been 
neglected by the city administration. Despite 
the fact that there are gathering places for the 
Hyderabadi populace, these are rarely, if ever, 
planned from an urban perspective  (District 
Govt. Hyderabad, Govt. of Sindh 2009). 
However, due to a lack of planning guidelines, 
this area appears more like a poorly managed 
territory than a delightful representation of 
the city's vibrancy. 

The following are some of the significant 
factors that Hyderabad City policymakers 
have largely disregarded: 
 
Location 

The population distribution was not taken 
into account when planning the majority of 
public spaces. 
 
Ethical Conduct of Public 

People who have poor literacy rates are not 
aware of how to use the city's communal 
open spaces. The management and skills 
practices required for the preservation and 
maintenance of urban public spaces, 
however, are also lacking in responsible 
management organizations (Ahern., 2007). 
 
Accessibility as User-friendliness 

Due to a lack of an efficient public mass 
transit system, some recreational locations 
are unreachable from outlying areas of the 
city. On the banks of the Indus River is where 
the city of Hyderabad is located. In the past, 
the Hyderabad tract's terrain didn't support 
much in the way of greenery or a good green 
space  (District Govt. Hyderabad, Govt. of 
Sindh 2009).  

Over 50,000 acres of land were set aside 
for open spaces as part of a 1963 land use 
survey that sought to determine the ratio of 
open space to the population in the past. In a 
1986 survey(Greater Hyderabad Master Plan 
(1986-2003), 1986), 365.03 acres total are only 
designated as open space(Hyderabad Master 
Plan (2007-2027), 2009). The area under the 
agricultural and unoccupied land categories 
was combined when calculating the area in 
the 1963 land use report. As a result, the entire 
area was accounted for as consolidated open 
space, making it impossible to determine the 
precise amount of open space in a city 
(Hyderabad Master Plan (2007-2027), 2009). 
Due to this discrepancy, it was determined 
that the 1963 data and the 1986 data used for 
comparison were incompatible. After 
independence, the land was set aside in a 
planned scheme for parks and playfields.  

Local architects and urban planners have 
typically been unable to address the 
aforementioned problems. Planners have 
compiled a great deal of factual information, 
but this information is only useful if it has 
been determined how residents of 
Hyderabad behave in the local community 
when using passive recreational spaces. The 
Sindh Government's handling of the issues of 
the HDA, the bodies principally in charge of 
maintaining and improving the municipal 
system, has contributed to the feeling of 
deprivation (District Govt. Hyderabad, Govt. 
of Sindh 2009). It exhibits the government's 
utter lack of compassion and awareness for 
the suffering of the people. 

The 2007 master plan was flawed, and its 
implementation was nearly impossible, 
according to an executive with the Hyderabad 
Development Package (HDP), which was 
launched after the Musharraf government 
gave the city's former district government 
Rs10.5 billion (Khan, 2015). While adding 
together to missing a master plan, the city also 
lacks clear design standards, which 
encourages the growth of densely populated 
districts and eventually urban slums, further 
harming the local ecology. 
 
Activity Data for Passive Recreation 

Passive Recreation Standard demonstrates 
the requirement for passive leisure spaces in 
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order to keep the population intact and to 
fulfil the inhabitants' needs as per the 
required area. Following is one of the 
standards evaluations of passive activity 

provided in the National Reference Manual; 
that need to get followed while designing any 
particular area/city or town in general: 

 
Table 1. Passive Recreational Space Standard (National Reference Manual, 1986) 

S. No Type Category Allotment 
Standard 

area in 
Hectare 

1000 pop. 
Served/Hectare 

1.  Metropolitan 
City park 

Botanical & 
zoological gardens as 
a specified facility. 

Two million 50 to 70 0.025 to 0.035 

2.  City Park 

Amusement 
amenities, fountains, 
lakes designing etc as 
a broad variety 

400,000.00 12 to15 0.03 to 0.037 

3.  Municipal 
Park 

Selected amusement 
facilities, paved 
walks, and tree 
plantation. 

100,000.00 4.5 to 5 0.04 to 0.05 

4.  Neighbour-
hood parks 

road variety of kids 
activities, fixtures, 
walking and jogging 
tracks. 

25,000.00 3.25 to 4 0.13 to 0.16 

5.  

Muhala 
parks (3-8/ 
mohala ave. 
size 0.45 
hec: each 

Tot-lots with slides, 
swings, seesaws; 
other spaces etc. 

6,250.00 1.6 to 3.6 0.26 to 058 

 Total area in Hectare 0.485 to 0.862 
 
As extracted from the National Reference 
Manual, Table 1 outlines the National 
Standards for Providing Passive Open Spaces 
with Population Intake Within Cities (Anon, 
1986). Contrarily, according to Pakistani 
national standards, the amount of area 
needed for active leisure for a population of 

over 2 million is 172.974 acres taken to the 
National reference Manual (NRM). 

Whereas, following is the list of passive 
recreational spaces within the city of 
Hyderabad, showing the areas of each in 
acres. 

 
Table 1. List of the Passive Recreational Spaces in Hyderabad City  

S. No Passive Use of open spaces  Usage - Open Areas in (Acres) 
1.  Inside Qila Open Space Open 0.17 
2.  Phooleli Park Open 03.96 
3.  Near College Road Open Space Open 0.08 
4.  Baby Hafsa Park at Latifabad Open 2.03 
5.  G.O.R passive use Open Space Open 2.63 
6.  Qasimabad passive use Open Space Open 2.07 
7.  Askari Park Open 03.45 
8.  Memon Society Park Open 00.34 
9.  Muslim Society Park Open 01.59 
10.  Abdullah Town Park Open 00.12 
11.  Nassim Nagir Park Open 00.42 
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S. No Passive Use of open spaces  Usage - Open Areas in (Acres) 
12.  Citizen Colony Park Open 01.23 
13.  Marvi Town Park Open 00.12 
14.  Bhittai Nagir Park Open 00.18 
15.  Mehran Park Open 05.00 
16.  Latifabad Unit no. 06 Park Open 03.55 
17.  Mustafa Park Open 01.88 
18.  Latifabad Unit no. 03 Open 00.51 
19.  Latifabad Unit no. 10 Park Open 02.75 
20.  Latifabad Unit no. 4 Park Open 02.49 
21.  Kohisar Park Open 02.40 
22.  Latifabad unit no. 09 Park Open 1.50 
23.  Abbas Bhai Park Open 5.21 
24.  Rani Bagh Passive Park Open 34.55 
25.  New Hyderabad city Open 07.86 
Total Passive Use (Area in acres) 86.09 

 
Table 2 lists the open spaces in Hyderabad 
city that are appropriately open in use and 
have prescribed the area in acres  (Hyderabad 
Recreational plan at Hyderabad, 2009). The 
Table displays passive use for the area inside 
the city of Hyderabad, which is accordingly 
open in use. These facilities are managed by 
the government of Sindh. (Hyderabad 
Recreational plan at Hyderabad, 2009) 

Analyzing Backlog Assessment with 
Respect to NRM Standard 

Chart 1 illustrates that there are only 86.09 
acres accessible for passive usage, although 
standards state that there should be 172.974 
acres available for the intake of 2 million 
people.  

Chart 1: Area assessment Passive Recreation 
 
Conclusion 

A district master plan for the entire district, 
created in 2007 by the district government of 
Hyderabad City and intended to be in 
operation until 2027, was unsuccessful owing 
to execution. The Hyderabad Development 
Authority (HDA) had created a similar 
proposal in 1985, but it was deferred and 
abandoned. Inhabitants of Hyderabad believe 
their city has endured years of official neglect 
because it lacks the resources to effectively 
operate and maintain its parks, playgrounds, 

and open spaces. The way the Sindh 
Government has been running the operations 
of the HDA, the entities largely in charge of 
maintaining and improving the municipal 
system, has contributed to the feeling of 
deprivation. It demonstrates the 
government's complete lack of empathy for 
the plight of the people. The city also lacks 
particular architectural guidelines, which 
leads to a proliferation of crowded districts 
that eventually give birth to urban slums, 
further degrading the local environment. This 
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is in adding together to the absence of a 
district master plan for the city. 

According to HMP-2007, the distribution 
of these amenities and services in Hyderabad 
is uneven because the availability of 
recreational space differs in each 
neighbourhood (Hyderabad Master Plan 
(2007-2027), 2009). There are places that, 
when measured by acres per 1,000 
inhabitants, come relatively near to the 
average allocation of recreational space for 

the area's population; There are instances 
when this computed outcome significantly 
fails to meet that requirement. It should be 
noted that there is an approximate 50% gap 
between the standards for recreational space 
and the actual allotment for this use. It can 
only be attributed to land grabbing, 
encroachment, population growth, and 
altered land uses. Despite the pressure from 
other land use demands, space must be 
allocated and utilized in that way to make up 
for this lack of recreational space. 
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