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historical importance of the Wakhan Corridor is explored
in this study, as well as its function in Afghanistan's
economic diplomacy, the economic prospects and
problems for China and Afghanistan, and its possible
inclusion into worldwide supply networks. Drawing on
secondary data, the study emphasizes the corridor’s
historic role in trade and cultural exchange. Its integration
into China’s Belt and Road Initiative could generate
economic benefits, but political instability and weak
infrastructure hinder progress. Resolution of both
geopolitical hazards and development of suitable
infrastructure networks is required for the Wakhan
Corridor to be successfully included in worldwide supply
chains. The research suggests boosting infrastructure and
Jpromoting international partnerships and proposes to
conduct more research on the environmental and
economic effects of corridor development projects.
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Introduction:
Research Background

The Wakhan Corridor is a relatively small strip of land
linking Central to South Asia which has gained a lot of
attention in the geopolitical and economic trends. It
has served in the past to serve as a section of the silk
path that linked a collection of civilizations and
assisted in the exchange and commerce of cultures
(Ahmad et al., 2021). In the contemporary world, it
has become even more critical, with the advent of
political transitions that is, China Belt and Road
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corridor to play a role in creating regional connectivity
and creating effective economic diplomacy with the
neighboring countries of Afghanistan are increasingly
recognized (Amir, 2023; Habiburrahman Sarbiland
and Stanikzai, 2024). However, the corridor has
numerous developmental problems and its
infrastructural policies contain numerous political
instabilities as a historical and strategic resource
(Rowe, 2024). This research will be based on the
critical analysis of the Wakhan Corridor and the future
of the modern global supply chain in terms of the
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economic potential and the geopolitical roles of the
region. This study shall attempt to identify the
following objectives; information about how the
corridor plays the role in the possibility of influencing
the regional and world trade depending on the past
and the potential economic growth as it presently
stands.

Significance of Research

The significance of this research is that the Wakhan
Corridor stands in a strategic position of transforming
the economic policies of the territory as well as
enhancing the world trade and trading systems. This
work is significant when it comes to comprehending
how this route with historical considerations and geo-
political and economic analysis can be best used in
both diplomacy and trade infrastructure-related
ventures. Focusing on the identified objectives, the
results are intended to raise awareness of
policymakers and relevant stakeholders as to how the
corridor's potential can be enhanced to support the
development of connectivity and regional economies.

Research Questions

The research is based on the following Research
Questions which are listed below:

1. What is the historical significance of the Wakhan
Corridor in the context of the Silk Road trade
routes?

2. What role might the Wakhan Corridor play in the
future of Afghanistan's economic diplomacy,
particularly in fostering trade agreements with
neighbouring countries?

3. What are the economic opportunities and
challenges for Afghanistan and China?

4. How could the integration of the Wakhan
Corridor into global supply chains impact
regional and global markets?

Research Elaborations

The Wakhan Corridor, a long and narrow piece of the
Afghan territory stretching towards the northeastern
part, is a strategically and economically vital region
which goes unnoticed. Stretching over some 350 km
in length, it is a very significant transit area between
Central and South Asia and has been playing an
important part in the exchange of goods and ideas
since ancient times. The corridor had been
correlatively instrumental in the various traditional silk
roads because of its physical position and was a
strategic instrument in the modern economic
diplomacy.

In the framework of the historical development of

the identified corridor as a Silk Road segment,
reviewing the importance of the specified route in its

current condition will seek to comment on the
impacts of such combination on the past and present
trade performance. The contribution of the corridor
to the economic diplomacy of the country, such as
that of China in the BRI, is also examined by
considering the past study. In addition, the economic
impacts of Afghanistan and China are also discussed
and the possible implications of the introduction of
the corridor to the world supply chains. To fill the
gaps in the literature and to present a detailed picture
of the feasibility of the Wakhan Corridor, this analysis
has been designed.

Historical Significance of Wakhan Corridor

The Wakhan Corridor is a geostrategic zone in the
northeast region of Afghanistan and has been serving
as a sensitive strategic point for commerce. In the
past, it was a major pivot that connected the Silk Road
system and played an important role in its area in
terms of trade and cultural interaction between
Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent (Amir,
2023). According to Xin and Jingjing (2018), the
function of the corridor in the framework of the
complex of the Silk Road has been described
numerous times in historiography and the works
focused on international trade.

It is important to point out that according to
Ahmad, Ahmed and Malik (2021), the Silk Road
consisted of more than one route but a series of them
and one of the middle 'connectors' was the Wakhan
Corridor. As per the corridor's location, it was able to
assist pass items like silk, spices, and precious metals,
all of which were moved from China to the
Mediterranean (Malik, 2014). It was also known as the
place of confluence of different cultures as well as
religions. According to Rowe (2024) movement of
traders and pilgrims through the corridor led to the
spread of Buddhism and culture, from India to China.
This coupled with the development of old trade
artefacts and coins, as pointed out by Tehzeeb Ul
Hassan, Khan and Ismail (2023), can be considered to
have emphasized the corridor as an active trade route
in history.

Role in Afghanistan’s Economic Diplomacy

In the modern world, the Wakhan Corridor as a
geographical characteristic caused a renewed interest
in Afghanistan’s economic diplomacy. According to
Smallwood and Shank (2019), a modern touch that
has linked the corridor to China’s new thinking is its
inclusion in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Based
on infrastructural initiatives that began in 2013, the BRI
seeks to improve China’s connectivity with Europe
through the Central Asian States and the Wakhan

Vol. X, No. [ll (Summer 2025,
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Corridor may form part of the connection (Belt and
Road Portal, 2022).

Several studies have also underlined the fact that
there is the possibility of corridor increasing
Afghanistan's economic relations with neighbouring
countries especially China (Tahiri, 2017). According
to Guimbert (2004), the geographical location of
Afghanistan gives the country a good chance of
improving on trading and investment especially when
the country's transport infrastructure like roads and
rail developed. Said corridor might be an important
addition to the path of China's further diversification
of logistics and enhancement of the regional
connectivity of the Belt and Road lines (Belt and Road
Portal, 2022). Moreover, the strategy of economic
diplomacy of Afghanistan is aimed at utilizing its
geographical position (Goodhand, 2004). By Jalali
(2006), the corridor can be a platform for economic
cooperation with Pakistan, India and other CA
countries. There is an indication that the development
of the corridor may enhance regional integration trade
for Afghanistan and other countries, hence, enhancing
Afghanistan's generic objectives of economic growth
and political stability (Naby and Frye, 2004).

Economic Opportunities and Challenges for
Afghanistan and China

There exists the prospect of economic benefit for
Afghanistan in the Wakhan Corridor but it comes with
several difficulties (Habiburrahman Sarbiland and
Irfan Ullah Stanikzai, 2024). According to Malik (2014)
for Afghanistan, the purpose of the corridor is to
enhance the trading and investment relationship to
support economic growth. Finally, it has been found
that the establishment of infrastructure in the corridor
could unlock economic development through
demand spurs for local products together with
providing employment opportunities and improving
market accessibility and access (Price and Hakimi,
2019).

According to Ahmad, Ahmed and Malik (2021)
China also will benefit from the development of this
corridor as has already been indicated. The corridor
can be a positive change that would improve China’s
trade corridors and can act as an opportunity to
diversify its corridors as a part of the BRI (Yawar,
2024). When speaking of the potential economic
relations as a result of increased connectivity, the
relations between China and Afghanistan and other
neighbours could become much tighter (Raja
Muhammad Khan, 2015). However, as highlighted by
Guimbert (2004) the following challenges should be
met so that the above opportunities should be
realized fully right to their potential. The instability of
the political situation in Afghanistan is one of the

major challenges to the development of the
mentioned corridor. This is further confirmed by Aria,
Mohammad Bilal Tayeb and Abuzar Khpalwak Zazai
(2023) who have noted that new conflicts and security
threats may prevail over the investment and human
development index in the region. Furthermore, the
establishment of the corridor requires a lot of capital
to deal with infrastructural challenges and other
challenges that may arise while offering other
logistical aspects (Amir, 2023). According to
Habiburrahman Sarbiland and Irfan Ullah Stanikzai
(2024), China also has concerns with regard to the
position it occupies in the geopolitical map of the
region. Some political instabilities in the region and
political rivalry could also hinder the implementation
of projects which in effect could shape the integration
of the corridor to BRI (Yawar, 2024). Mitigating these
risks is very important to be able to fully capture all
the benefits of the development of the corridor
(Gulbadin and Samim Jabarkhil, 2024).

Integration into Global Supply Chains

Geopolitical connections of the Wakhan Corridor to
global networks and relations with the world market
systems can produce astonishing impacts on the
global market systems and region. Thus, on one hand,
the development of the domestic consumption
market for regional markets and the corridor
integration may contribute to economic growth
through the opening of new access to the
international markets and strengthening the economic
integration at the regional level (Qazi and Qazi, 2024).
The presence of infrastructure such as transport and
logistic systems could have a positive impact on
improving the transport infrastructure that may
enhance the local economy (Price and Hakimi, 2019).
On an international level, Whitfield (2007) depicted
that it might have contributed to the diversification of
tracks to more regions and may also be useful in
reducing dependence on conventional tracks. While
clarifying that such diversification could enhance
reliability, Gereffi and Lee (2012) provided examples
of how supply chains globally are amenable and
highlighted the decrease of the risks that can be
associated with the disruption of world commerce.
However, to achieve this integration, there are quite
several issues that arise, including infrastructural
aspects, geopolitics and environmental concerns
(Naby and Frye, 2004).

Literature Gap

Despite many available publications dedicated to the
historical and economic development of the Wakhan
Corridor, the following critical knowledge gaps have
been unanswered and correlate with the stated
research questions. The historical methodologies are

Global Management Sciences Review (GMSR
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suitable to narrate the corridor involvement in the Silk
Road trade (Xin and Jingjing, 2018) but there is a lack
of synchronization of this historical conception with
modern economic diplomacy and the possibility of its
functions in Afghanistan trade politics (Tahiri, 2017).
The absence of the — historical contextual connection
robs one a chance to learn on how past trade routes
could influence the present and future economic
map. Secondly, there is a shortage of quantitative
research capable of providing more point estimates of
economic impacts and trade benefits, which the
existing methodological approach lacks to
demonstrate how the integration of the corridor might
twist the markets of the region and around the world.
However, despite the great number of studies, it
seems that the authors pay limited attention to the
subject of the regional political processes and their

immediate influence on corridor development while
the infrastructural and political factors and challenges
are considered to some extent (Naby & Frye, 2004).
This gap in environmental and social areas where to
the present there has been a lack of research or
comprehensive studies on the impacts on the
environment and social systems of communities by
infrastructural projects. Lastly, there is a shortage of
long-term strategic assessment and comparative
analysis of similar geopolitical transit corridors, which
can give valuable information regarding the strategic
shift and the opportunities of the WC's integration
based on the supply chains. To have a correct
understanding of the corridor as the concept and its
prospective, the gaps mentioned above are to be
filled.

List of Selected Studies for Research

Table 1

List of Selected Studies
Aim/Objective

Ahmad, M.S., Ahmed,
M., & Malik, M.S.
(2021)

Amir, 1. (2023)

Malik, H.Y. (2014)

Rowe, W. (2024)

Tehzeeb Ul Hassan,
Khan, A., & Ismail, M.
(2023)

Xin, N. & Jingjing, L.
(2018)

Buffered Border
Corridor: The Geo-
Political and Strategic
Significance of the
Wakhan Corridor

Geostrategic
Importance of the
Wakhan Corridor:
Gateway to Regional
Connectivity

Geo-political
Significance of the
Wakhan Corridor for
China

Borderlines and
Borderlands

Geo-Strategic
Significance of
Wakhan Corridor for
Pakistan

History of the Silk
Road

To explore the
geopolitical and
strategic importance
of the Wakhan
Corridor for
Afghanistan and
China.

To examine the
geostrategic role of
the Wakhan Corridor
in regional
connectivity and
economic growth.

To analyze the
corridor’s geopolitical
significance for
China's strategic and
trade interests.

To assess the
historical and modern
significance of the
corridor in
Afghanistan’s
economic diplomacy.

To explore the
strategic importance
of the corridor for
Pakistan’s geopolitical
interests.

To explore the
historical role of the
Wakhan Corridor in

Silk Road trade routes.

Qualitative historical
analysis

Geopolitical analysis

Historical and
geopolitical
framework

Mixed-method
(historical narrative
and case analysis)

Geopolitical and
strategic review

Historical literature
review

The corridor holds
strategic value,
enhancing China's and
Afghanistan's trade
connectivity.

The Wakhan Corridor
acts as a potential
transit hub, with new
opportunities.

The corridor is critical
for China's
diversification of trade
routes within the Belt
and Road Initiative
(BRD.

The Wakhan Corridor
historically played a
crucial role in the Silk
Road trade and
continues to have
modern relevance.

The corridor offers
Pakistan potential
benefits in terms of
regional security and
economic
cooperation.

The corridor was a
critical connector for
trade between Central
Asia and the Indian
subcontinent.
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Conclusion

Following the routes of the Silk Road trade this place
performed a significant function within the
connection of the Asian countries, by the historical
and political documents The Wakhan Corridor is
described — within the framework of contemporary
economic diplomacy, the area can be considered to
be a valuable economical asset due to china's belt and
road initiative. The major positive of the corridor is
that its geo-political location can certainly enhance
Afghanistan's trade and transit relations and regional
connectivity. Therefore, the reality of the affiliation of
the corridor with the GVCs is not devoid of such

daunting challenges as the political vices,
infrastructure  development, and geopolitics.
However, these socially and economically

constructive risks should be somehow countered.
These are the issues of the effects on the environment,
the society, and the logistics that could be observed
in the case of the enhancement of the efficiency of the
trade and development of these areas. As a result, no
reflection on how the historical analysis can be added
to the current economic system, the numerical
estimation of the economic repercussion both in

Figure 1
Research Onion (Saunders et al., 2019 )

quantitative and qualitative terms; and the role played
by the established political systems and
environments, especially with regard to the regions
under study are considered. It is essential to climb
these gaps with the assistance of the further
researches to enhance the efficiency of the corridor in
the system of the international supply chains and its
development.

Research Methodology

Wakhan Corridor is a slender strip of land that links
Afghanistan and China by means of Badakhshan and
Xinjiang provinces respectively (Amir, 2023). This
research was conducted to give a clear and all-
embracing picture of the Corridor's strategic,
economic, and cultural perspective regarding
Afghanistan, and utilized existing writings and data to
conclude with regards to the Corridor's significance
regarding contemporary geopolitics. For this purpose,
the research onion model was utilized (Saunders,
Lewis and Thornhill, 2009). It helped in determining
the research approach, methodology and data
collection and analysis techniques (Creswell, 2013).

Mono method
quantitative

Experiment
s Archival
research

Cross-sectional

Dala\
(ollectl

ata

E Longitudinal
| research
: Narrauve Grounded

! QU"Y theory

Mixed method
complex

Mono method
qualitative

Multi-method
quantitative

Mixed method
simple

Approach to
theory devel

Methodological
choice
1

Critical
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pretivism
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Multi-method
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horizon

Post-
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Induction

Research Approach

This study adopted an inductive approach to develop
new theoretical propositions out of observations
about the Wakhan Corridor (Malik, 2014). Induction
starts with specific characteristics and relationships
and builds general theories and ideas on that (Bryman,
2016). This approach was especially effective when
studying the Wakhan Corridor as it made it possible to
reveal previously unknown features of its geopolitical

Pragmatism

~=- Techniques and
procedures

and economic value and its impact on culture due to
the revealed characteristics and tendencies in the area
(Tehzeeb Ul Hassan, Khan and Ismail, 2023).

Methodological Choice

The method of research could be quantitative or
qualitative (Bell, Bryman and Harley, 2022). For this
particular study qualitative method was opted based
on secondary research. Secondary research is a

Global Management Sciences Review (GMSR.
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process of compiling research data and information
from other sources rather than the first-hand
collection of data (Flick, 2013). This design was
adopted based on the fact that the Wakhan Corridor
is rich and complex and must involve a
comprehensive  analysis of literature  and
documentation in the form of articles, policies, and
histories among others. As can be seen from the
above description of the research design, qualitative
data collection and analysis techniques enable the
investigation of the contextual elements of the
Corridor’s importance, which could go unnoticed in a
quantitative research approach.

Data Collection

The data collection method opted for this study was
secondary research. It entailed deriving information
and data out of existing literature and then making it
to come to its own advantage, upon a thorough study

Table 2

(Roessner, 2000). The theoretical research data
sources involved articles and books in the fields of
political science, economics, and geography,
specifically, relating to the geopolitical, economic,
and cultural characteristics of the Wakhan Corridor;
policy and government documents, which contained
information on the strategies, economics, and policies
regarding the Corridor; and historical studies, which
defined the historical background and changes in the
Corridor’s importance (Xin and Jingjing, 2018). In
addition, news articles and media reports were also
studied (Onwuegbuzie, Leech and Collins, 2012). The
bibliographic research entailed using multiple
academic databases like JSTOR, Google Scholar and
other reputable journals in geopolitics and regional
studies, which were searched using keyword terms

such as: “Wakhan  Corridor,”  “Afghanistan
geopolitics,” “trade routes”, “cultural effects of the
Wakhan Corridor”.

Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria

Peer-reviewed academic articles and books

Authoritative reports and government publications

Historical documents with detailed context and
analysis

Recent news articles and media reports with current

information
Scholarly works from reputable institutions and
journals

Non-peer reviewed sources
Outdated and obsolete reports
Sources lacking relevance to the
corridor’s context

Sources with limited or irrelevant data

Sources from non-reputable or biased
outlets

Data Analysis

The thematic analysis process was initiated with the
understanding of the data, which means the initial
reading of the data in the process of extraction of the
information (Terry and Hayfield, 2020). This was done
to develop the initial codes which are important as
they help in identifying other important information
that relate to the research questions from the literature
reviewed. These initial codes were then clustered into
higher-order themes that provided an overview of the
different elements of the importance of the Wakhan
Corridor. The themes previously determined were
very carefully checked and fine-tuned to guarantee
their validity and applicability by cross-referencing
with the primary data (Kiger and Varpio, 2020). The
overall information of each theme was therefore
clearly identified and labelled, to give a title that
captured the focus of each theme with descriptions
of how each of them related to the strategic,
economic and cultural framework of the Corridor. The
last stage involved integrating these themes into a
'story', which responded to the research questions

and objectives; and a logical sequence of how the
data was arranged for analysis and understanding of
the significance of the Wakhan Corridor (Malik, 2014).

Ethical Considerations

As this research was based on secondary data
analysis, there were a few ethical concerns which
involved the correct citation as well as the use of
sources. All the sources that were consulted
throughout the process were identified to avoid
plagiarism and the data was used as per the norms of
ethical research (Cacciattolo, 2015).

Limitations

Secondary research always depends on the credibility
of the available information and literature. Secondly,
thematic analysis could also be influenced by
subjective interpretation of all the themes. However,
efforts were made to ensure rigorous and objective
analysis.
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Findings and Analysis:
Presentation of Findings

The secondary list of resources which are gathered
from certain different databases including Scopus,
SSRN, JSTOR and ScienceDirect are reviewed. The
analysis technique used is the thematic analysis of the
Wakhan Corridor research. The first step involved
was, therefore, to look at the specific research
questions with a view to determining the focal areas
of the research. After that, the research objectives
were defined to provide a focus for the themes that

Thematic Breakdown:

are explored. The data was then analyzed by dividing
the data into usable portions according to answers or
patterns related to the objectives. These codes were
then merged to compose overall themes which aimed
at capturing the essence of the study. Finally, tables
were made for every single objective to provide a
perfect view of every theme and how it is linked to
other themes. Such a systematic approach facilitated
an enhanced understanding of the historical place of
the Wakhan Corridor, and its current and potential
economic value, hence adequately satisfying the
research questions and objectives.

Historical Significance of Wakhan Corridor in Silk Road Trade Routes

Table 3
Thematic Analysis based on Objective 1

Objective

Historical Role in Silk
Road Trade Routes

Cultural and Trade Hub

Strategic Importance

Journals

Geostrategic Connector 2

(Xin & Jingjing, 2018;

Amir, 2023).

2 (Rowe, 2024; Tehzeeb
Ul Hassan, Khan &
Ismail, 2023).

2 (Ahmad, Ahmed &

Malik, 2021; Malik,

2014).

The conducted thematic analysis implies that the
Wakhan Corridor became an important link
connecting Central Asia and the Indian Subcontinent
to share goods and cultural interaction (Xin & Jingjing,
2018; Amir, 2023). It was used in the diffusion and
distribution of Buddhism and cultural interaction
between India and China and was used in the

transport of silk and spices among other products
(Rowe, 2024; Tehzeeb Ul Hassan, Khan & Ismail,
2023). Due to its geographical position, the corridor
represented an important means of manipulation of
trade, cultural and ideas distribution (Ahmad, Ahmed
& Malik, 2021; Malik, 2014).

Role of Wakhan Corridor in Afghanistan Economic Diplomacy

Table 4
Thematic Analysis based on Objective 2

Joumals

Impact on Afghanistan’s

Economic Diplomacy (BRD

Regional Economic
Cooperation

Geopolitical Leverage

Belt and Road Initiative

(Smallwood & Shank,
2019; Belt and Road

Portal, 2022).

1 Ahmad, Ahmed, &
Malik, (2021)

2 (Guimbert, 2004; Naby
& Frye, 2004).
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The themes identified suggest that it is viewed as
having the possibility of becoming a part of China's
BRI and improving the connectivity between
Afghanistan with China and other Central Asian
Countries (Smallwood and Shank, 2019; Belt and
Road Portal, 2022). The corridor could help
strengthen Afghanistan's trade link with other

neighbouring countries for the development of
economic growth and regional security (Ahmad,
Ahmed & Malik, 2021). Guimbert (2004) and Naby &
Frye (2004) pointed out that through the improvement
of infrastructure, Afghanistan can utilize its
geographical location for economic intercourse and
diplomacy.

Economic opportunities and challenges for Afghanistan and China

Table 5

Thematic Analysis Based on Objective 3

| Objective | Themes | | Descripion |
Opportunities for Trade and Investment 2 Habiburrahman Sarbiland & Irfan Ullah

Economic Development

Diversification of Trade

Routes

Challenges in Realizing Political Instability

Opportunities

Infrastructure and
Investment Risks

Stanikzai, (2024); Malik, (2014).

2 Ahmad, Ahmed & Malik, (2021);
Yawar, (2024).

2 Aria, Mohammad Bilal Tayeb & Abuzar
Khpalwak Zazai, (2023); Tahiri, (2017).

2 Amir, (2023); Gulbadin & Samim
Jabarkhil, (2024).

The thematic analysis established that the corridor
can help boost trade and investment for both
Afghanistan and China, thus boosting economic
progress and infrastructure construction
(Habiburrahman Sarbiland & Irfan Ullah Stanikzai,
2024; Malik, 2014). Thus, China receives an
opportunity to develop specific logistic chains rather
than completely shift the direction of supply routes as
well as enhance regional integration within the BRI
framework (Ahmad, Ahmed & Malik, 2021; Yawar,

2024). Political insecurity in Afghanistan has remained
rife and this has impacted the expansion of the
corridor to enhance its economic opportunities (Aria,
Mohammad Bilal Tayeb & Abuzar Khpalwak Zazai,
2023; Tahiri, 2017). Large-scale investments in
infrastructures are needed and the political instability
on the regional level poses a risk to the successful
delivery of the projects (Amir, 2023; Gulbadin &
Samim Jabarkhil, 2024).

Integration of Wakhan Corridor in Global Supply Chains

Table 6
Thematic Analysis based on Objective 4

Objective

Impact on Global Supply
Chains

Regional Economic
Growth

Diversification of Trade

Routes

Challenges in Integration

Habiburrahman Sarbiland and Irfan Ullah
Stanikzai (2024); Price & Hakimi, (2019).

Whitfield, (2007); Gereffi & Lee, (2012).

Tehzeeb Ul Hassan, Khan & Ismail, (2023)

The thematic analysis reveals that the Integration into
global supply chains might enhance regional
economic growth due to the arguments brought
about by market access and transport structures
(Habiburrahman Sarbiland and Irfan Ullah Stanikzai

2024; Price & Hakimi, 2019). The corridor could also
increase supply routes globally thereby decreasing
the traditional supply routes thus increasing the
supply chain flexibility (Whitfield, 2007; Gereffi & Lee,
2012). Tehzeeb Ul Hassan, Khan & Ismail, (2023)
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pointed out that the infrastructural, geopolitical, and
environmental factors provide the major factors that
define the ways to achieve integration.

Summary

This study recognizes the Wakhan Corridor as a
crucial historical and current element. The corridor
established itself as a crucial route during historical
times because it facilitated commerce together with
cultural exchange and idea diffusion across the Silk
Road. In present times the Wakhan Corridor serves as
a promising economic tool for Afghani diplomacy
because the area could become integrated into
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This will enable
regional partnership while boosting economic
growth. The corridor presents vast potential to elevate
trade levels and build infrastructure which
subsequently encourages combined economic
development between China and Afghanistan. The
complete potential of this economic project remains
unfulfilled due to the existing problems of political
turmoil and substandard infrastructure. The study
emphasizes the requirement to enhance the
infrastructure while establishing political stability
because both elements and economic impact
assessment of the corridor must advance for its
complete realization. The corridor needs specific
solutions to become a successful component of
worldwide supply routes and local trading systems.

Discussion:
Interpretation of Results

A detailed study of Wakhan Corridor reveals that it
maintains essential importance for trade as well as
international relations management throughout
history until recently. In previous times the Wakhan
Corridor operated as a critical pathway on the Silk
Road to assist with the movement of trade and cultural
exchange between Central Asia and the Indian
Subcontinent and East Asia. Xin and Jingjing (2018)
and Amir (2023) alongside other scholars have proven
that the corridor served as a vital pathway for trade
and the cultural exchange process from Central Asia
to the Indian Subcontinent through East Asia where
Buddhism gained popularity. Rowe (2024) along with
Tehzeeb Ul Hassan, Khan and Ismail (2023) confirm
the strategic role of the Wakhan Corridor for
economic exchange while describing its key function
in cultural interactions specifically regarding silk and
spices trades.

Analysis today demonstrates that the Wakhan
Corridor has significant economic growth potential
through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) of China.
The BRI inclusion of the corridor creates valuable

prospects for Afghanistan to enhance its economic
diplomacy strategy. Smallwood and Shank (2019)
together with the Belt and Road Portal (2022) explain
that the corridor’s improved connectivity enables
regional trade and cooperation which positions
Afghanistan as a pivotal economic hub in Central Asia.
The research discoveries demonstrate the existence
of various obstacles for Afghanistan which stem from
its geopolitical environment and deteriorated
infrastructure. The poor economic development of
the corridor remains restricted by both political
problems and incomplete transportation systems.
According to Guimbert (2004) and Naby and Frye
(2004) the economic benefits of the corridor will be

achieved only after improvements in both
infrastructure and  geopolitical stability are
completed.

Implications for Theory and Practice

The results of this study create substantial theoretical
and practical effects. Theoretical evaluation of the
Wakhan Corridor demonstrates how geographical
elements together with cultural conditions affect
regional economic exchange along with diplomatic
strategies. Trade through the corridor in the past has
been the history of the Silk Road that establishes that
geographical location generates significant impacts
on economic growth as well as the exchange of
cultures. The research adds to the already existing
academic literature regarding the importance of
geographic pathways in global trading networks in the
process of the historical connection between
geographically separate regions like East Asia and
Central Asia.

The possibilities of integration between Wakhan
Corridor and BRI are realistic test of the ways through
which the process of connectivity and cooperation in
the region can be enhanced. Equal treatment to
economic development becomes one of the key
concerns of the areas that need not only political but
also infrastructural safety in order to attain growth. By
strategic investment in development of infrastructures
along with stable political situations Afghanistan will
gain improved positions of international trade as well
as will become a more significant participant of the
BRI programs. The Wakhan Corridor is one of the
investment corridors that are considered strategic by
China since it establishes new trade routes that
enhance the development of BRI. This should be
development based on proper evaluation of the
political situation and infrastructure needs in the area
with the Wakhan Corridor.

Global Management Sciences Review (GMSR



The Wakhan Corridor: Historical Significance, Economic Prospects, and Global Supply Chain Integration

Addressing Limitations

The study presents substantial information on the
history of the Wakhan Corridor but it suffers some
limitations when it comes to its evaluation. The basis
of the research was primarily based on secondary
sources thus it may not reflect Afghanistan current
political shifts coupled with the developing
infrastructures development in the right way. Live
information or field research must be used since the
area is unpredictable to get reliable evaluation
findings. Economic diplomacy judging by the BRI
framework is at the stage of its evolution, and the
long-term developmental effects of such a program
on Afghanistan are yet to be determined. The
evaluation does not provide in-depth research of
environmental issues that may hamper the
development of infrastructure across the region that
would complicate the interconnection of Wakhan
Corridor to international trade mechanisms.

The study uncovers political instability as a vital
challenge but fails to determine exactly how these
political factors affect economic performance. A
comprehensive study of economic development
limitations based on regional geopolitical
relationships will enhance understanding of Afghan
efforts to access Wakhan Corridor resources.

Areas for Future Research

Further research must concentrate on several domains
to expand the discoveries of this investigation.
Researchers should perform a thorough investigation
into Afghanistan's infrastructure projects which
include assessment of the Wakhan Corridor to
determine its potential for integration into worldwide
supply chains while examining time requirements.
The study of existing infrastructure developments
alongside planned ones will vyield essential
information to solve connection problems within the
area. The research should continue by examining the
geopolitical aspects of the Wakhan Corridor in
relation to BRI developments. The role that Pakistan,
India and Iran play in the political situation in
Afghanistan under the influence of political functions
and economic diplomacy should be researched. The
awareness of the local power systems and how they
affect the BRI involvement of Afghanistan will
produce effective policy consultations.

The detailed analysis of the environmental
barriers due to the terrain as well as the climate
factors of the Wakhan Corridor is necessary since
these factors introduce significant challenges to the
creation of the infrastructure and the integration of the
region. Applicable studies on sustainable building
projects that involve incorporating the local

environmental condition would support practical
suggestions on decision-making authorities. The
Wakhan Corridor has a potential and has a great
economic and historical significance but needs to be
solved with appropriate consideration of the political
and environmental issues along with infrastructure to
make the most out of it in the global economic system.
Further research is required to solve the noted issues
in order to take full advantage of the corridor as an
economic cooperation tool between regions across
the world.

Conclusion & Recommendations:
Summary of the Study

The study examined the historic and contemporary
meaning of the Wakhan Corridor by examining the
histories of the Silk Road trades as well as its
economic prospects to the diplomatic growth of
Afghanistan and its role in the area and global trade
connections. With the help of the thematic analysis of
secondary research sources identified in the Scopus
and JSTOR and ScienceDirect databases, the study
identified key strategic challenges and development
opportunities. The study reveals that the corridor has
gigantic economic and geopolitical benefits but
political unrest and lack of proper infrastructure and
local conflicts are obstacles to its achievement.

Concluding Statements

History designates the Wakhan Corridor as an
important trade route which maintains strategic
economic potential for modern geopolitical and
business purposes. By integrating BRI initiatives China
has established the corridor as a possible catalyst for
connecting and growing regional markets. The
available prospects in this region present substantial
dangers due to Afghanistan's internal crisis combined
with its inadequate infrastructure. The corridor cannot
achieve its transformative goals without solving
existing problems.

Policy or Practical Recommendations

Afghanistan and China should establish critical
infrastructure projects together because they need
better physical connections and trade supply chains
to benefit from the corridor. The successful
implementation requires policymakers to maintain
diplomatic connections and make investments safe
for direct foreign involvement. Afghanistan should
seek international alignment through multilateral
cooperation in order to formalize its position within
global value chains.
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Future Research Directions

Future Research needs to evaluate financial
ramifications of infrastructure development projects
associated with the corridor and study how societal

along with political forces shape its advancement. The
investigation also determines how large-scale
development projects affect the environment
together with evaluating its adaptability within
evolving global trade systems.
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